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I N  T H I S  I S S U E Syrian serin found in
Rural Damascus!

WILDLIFE NEWS!
The Syrian Society for the Conservation of Wildlife

The Syrian Serin (Serinus syriacus) is an attractively coloured
passerine with bright yellow and pale grey feathers. It is
confined to the Levant (Syria, Lebanon, the West Bank of
Palestine and Jordan). Hence, the species is considered as a
regional endemic to the Eastern Mediterranean, and is
classified as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List.
In an effort to contribute to the protection of the species and
in order to update its observations in the area, SSCW
has recently carried out several site visits to look for the Syrian
Serin in the South Western corner of Syria (west of Damascus).
The visits took place during the peak of the bird’s active
season, between early May and late July. Several visits targeted
areas near Zabadani & Bloudan in order to record and
monitor the occurrence of the bird in these sites of which
vast stretches were considered as part of a national
Importance Area for Birds & Biodiversity (IBA) by BirdLife
International since 1994.
The sites were selected based on the historical data and
sightings of the bird and local knowledge of the area. More
than 45 individual birds were observed from the 15 visits to
these sites. 
The results of  direct observation to the occurrence of the
species at the targeted areas in Syria will be considered as the
baseline for all future studies to investigate this species. 

 

SSCW role in the after
fires in the Syrian coasts
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In order to properly assess the situation on the
ground, SSCW participated in two field visits to
chosen sites of the heavily devastated forests in
Lattakia and Tartous.
The following step from the Society was in putting
together an advisory paper as a working
framework for proper rehabilitation of burnt sites,
and for carrying out the afforestation processes
based on the experience of its members. The
paper essentially highlighted that hasty removal
and replacement of burnt trees from these sites
will incur unnecessary high costs, fiscally and
environmentally, Instead, there are a number of
non-invasive,  low-cost alternatives, such as drone
planting, that supports the natural regeneration of
forests. Furthermore, engaging members of the
local community is essential for carrying out all
future activities, since they are the main
stakeholders for conserving and protecting
the neighbouring forest sites.

Our experts have also presented another scientific paper proposing an array of native plant species for
future planting taking into consideration other environmental factors including, climate, soil properties
and natural resources of water.
And lastly, SSCW firmly believes that the active engagement of Syrian citizens and local communities in
all of the ongoing projects, campaigns and plans is the corner stone to conserve Syrian wildlife and
biodiversity, as explained by Mrs. Sadat, SSCW chair of board and the representative of the civil society
in the campaign "It is crucial that afforestation efforts go hand in hand with awareness
raising activities of the local communities, ensuring  that residents in the targeted areas are well
aware of their ecosystems, and all of their aspects"

Always involved!
SSCW role in the after fires in the Syrian coasts

The Syrian Society for the
Conservation of Wildlife is one of the
leading participants in the National
Afforestation Campaign initiated by the
Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian
Reform acting as a key adviser on the
rehabilitation of burnt forests in the
Syrian coastal region.
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Informal communication and meetings with locals in the area have been initiated by SSCW in order
to understand the threats that the bird is facing. Moreover, meetings with Policy Makers and other
Stakeholders were planned to instigate advocacy actions and to raise awareness of the critical
situation that the species might face.



The workshop was attended by about forty
participants representing department of Environment as
well as Forestry from the governorates of the southern
region. It was also attended by officials from the
Directorate of Biodiversity and Protected Areas in the
Ministry of Local Administration and Environment as well
as from the Forestry Directorate in the
Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform in addition to
members from the Syrian Society for the Conservation of
Wildlife (SSCW).
The Deputy Minister for Environment Affairs Eng. Hassan
Jneidan stressed on the importance of such work and
activities to preserve the national Biodiversity in general
and to update our knowledge about such areas. Several
presentation and guidance were presented afterwards
by SSCW members about the Syrian national IBAs in
general and Southern area in particular and highlighted
the role of NGOs and other institutes and various
stakeholders in updating these data and the ways and
forms needed to do such update.
At the end of the workshop, a general discussion and
dialogue session led by Eng. Bilal Al-Hayek Director of
Biodiversity and Protected Areas in the Ministry with Mr.
Walid Al-Attar on collecting and updating data according
to their current situation, and answered questions from
the participants about how to prepare the relevant
questionnaires for the update from current areas or for
suggesting New Sites to be evaluated according to
international criteria, as well as on how to implement
surveys and data collecting activities and focusing on the
importance of continuous follow-up.

© SSCW

A consultation workshop
for updating the data of
Important Birds’ Areas
(IBAs) in Syria:

Under the patronage of the Ministry of Local
Administration and Environment (MLAE) and in
cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture and
Agrarian Reform (MAAR), the Syrian Society for the
Conservation of Wildlife (SSCW) held a consultation
workshop on Monday December21, 2020 with the
title:
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“Review of the status of Important Birds’
Areas (IBAs) in Syria: the Southern Region”
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 Planting thyme in the region and using the drip
irrigation system.
 Beekeeping and honey production on a small scale.
 Preparing compost from household and agricultural
waste.
 Traditional Mud House Restoration.

SSCW aimed to create a sustainable model, that can
serve as a prototype for further initiatives, by introducing
a newly proposed agricultural crop for the area[MOU1] .
The selected crop can be adopted at a low cost, and can
be easily integrated in subsequent value chains, such as
beekeeping and honey production.
SSCW provided specialized agricultural inputs, including
training and awareness activities, equipment, tools and
seeds, in addition to professional support whenever
needed. 

In addition to helping the local community achieve
economic autonomy in an eco-friendly manner that
protects natural resources from depletion, the
proposed model also promotes biodiversity conservation
as a secondary, yet essential long-term outcome. 

The project includes several
sections:

 [MOU1]

Supporting local 
community in Rural
Aleppo.

The Syrian Society for the Conservation of Wildlife
(SSCW) has finalized the implementation of the last
stage of a Rural community development project in
selected villages from Al-Safira Area in the
countryside of Aleppo. Funded by the United Nations
Development Program (UNDP), the project aims at
supporting the sustainable development of the local
community in the Jabboul area and its surrounding
by restoring their livelihoods, targeting returnee
farmers to the region and indirectly aims
to advocate for preserving wildlife at the area.
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In March 2011, Syria hosted the first meeting of
the AEWA Sociable Lapwing International Working
Group in Palmyra with patronage from the General
Commission for the development of Badia.

More than 9700 birds from
about 60 species were observed in the area during
this day, which is an indicator that the site is
revitalizing again after a long period of stress due
to the crisis that affected not only humans, but also
all inhabiting creatures with their natural habitats
too. Eurasian coot was the most observed bird.

Globally, Team Sociable Lapwing had a great
weekend too. There were 8 Sociable Lapwing
range states represented: from the breeding
grounds of Kazakhstan and along the eastern
migratory route into Uzbekistan, Pakistan and
India. The western route was covered by teams
from south-west Russia, Turkey, Syria, Saudi Arabia
and Sudan.

Dr. Nabegh Ghazal Asswad helped mobilizing the
team in Syria which is one of the key range states
for migrating Sociable Lapwings.

WMBD BIRDWATCHING
IN ALJABBOUL RAMSAR
SITE

SSCW has celebrated the World
Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) by carrying out a
birdwatching trip to Al-Jabboul
RAMSAR site to the south east of Aleppo, and joining
"Sociable lapwing" team as part of the Global
Birdwatching weekend 2020 on 17th October 2020.
The team comprised from the following SSCW
members: Eng. George Daowd, Eng. Maher
Dayyoub, Eng. Ahmad Jamal Al-Deen Qawi and Mr.
Yaseen Al-Mujawer who spent the whole of the day
observing and counting birds in the area.
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The fabric bag won the title of "bags king". The
plastic bag showed an objection to the result and
said: this is impossible, any small factory can
manufacture one million bags of me in a single
day ... because I am the people's favourite!
 
The judges explained to him: The problem is that
you are made in two seconds and used in twelve
minutes, but decomposed in 400 hundred years!

To be continued...

Then entered the pleasant, lightweight, inexpensive,
easy-to-manufacture plastic bag, with its bright
colours and many shapes. Everyone loved him in all
shops, the audience applauded him, but the Judges
met him bluntly and did not give him more than five
out of ten. The plastic bag came out angry.
 
However, the warm welcome and applause from
the judges and the audience was for the bag made
from fabric. It was good quality and very reliable,
durable and surely has several usages, but although
it doesn't have many shapes, it is difficult to
manufacture compared to the rest of the bags, but
it is long-lived. The judges gave him nine and a half
out of ten.

It is the day that bags have always been waiting for,
"The King of Bags Competition" that is attended by
bags from all over the world to be chosen
as the bags’ king.
 All bags entered with enthusiasm and confidence.
The competition started with the fine
delicate paper bag. He walked confidently with his
decent appearance and expensive price. The colour
was beautiful and the shape was elegant, but the
judges did not give it more than eight out of ten
because it is very brittle and made out of wood,
which costs the earth a lot of trees.

THE WORLD BAGS KING 
Part 1
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